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Abstract: Amid the accelerating digital transformation of education, the development of digital textbooks has emerged as
a key priority in educational reform worldwide. This paper examines the development of digital textbooks in Japan's basic
education sector by clarifying their institutional positioning and conceptual boundaries, and by analyzing their product
forms and market supply characteristics. Drawing on these findings, the paper discusses several implications for the
development of digital textbooks in China, particularly in terms of defining conceptual boundaries, strengthening
copyright governance, and establishing a tiered supply system, with the aim of promoting the high-quality development
of digital textbooks.
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